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Your Excellency 
 
Please forgive me for taking the liberty of drawing your attention to the 
fate of the Eritrean Orthodox Christian, Fitsum Ghebrenigus. He is a 
priest in his church and also a psychiatrist.  
 
At the invitation of the Eritrean Ministry of Health, he went to a 
conference, at which he was to give a lecture on his research. When he 
arrived at the venue, he was arrested, and he has been in prison without 
a trial since November 19 of 2004. He was not only an outstanding 
specialist in psychiatry, but also very committed as a priest in his church. 
 
I would respectfully remind you, dear Mr. President, that the State of 
Eritrea has ratified “The International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights” (ICCPR) in 2002, and that this covenant includes freedom of 
worship and religion. I therefore humbly beseech you, Excellency, that 
you do everything in your power to advocate the release of Mr. Fitsum 
Ghebrenigu, and I would also like to ask you to make information about 
his state of health available. 
 
Most respectfully,  
 
 
 


